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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


April  3,  1953 
Letter  No,  555 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


The  Interim  Agricultural  Advisory. Committee,  meeting  at  the 
University  of  Maryland  this  week,  recommended  consideration  for  dropping 
Section  10k  of  the  Defense  production  Act  as  a  means  to  control  imports. 
This  2-day  session  vas  the  second  meeting  of  the  l^-man  Committee,  which 
was  appointed  "by  President  Eisenhower  to  advise  with  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture ,    We  mailed  you  on  Wednesday  an  announcement  of  the  Committee^ 
recommendations . 

Section  ICij-  requires  the  Secretary  to  limit  imports  of  specified 
commodities  and  products  to  such  quantities  as  will  not  impair  domestic 
production,  interfere  with  orderly  storing  or  marketing^  or  result  in 
unnecessary  "burdens  or  expenditures  under  any  price  support  program* 
Continuation  of  that  provision  "beyond  June  30,  1953,  is  contingent  on 
legislative  action6 

At  present,  imports  of  eight  commodities  are  prohibited  under 
Section  10k  —  "butter,  "butter  oil,  non-fat  dry  milk  solids,  dry  whole 
milk,  dry  cream,  dry  buttermilk,  peanuts,  and  peanut  oil.    In  addition, 
import  quotas  are  in  effect  for  cheddar  type  cheeses  as  well  as  blue 
mold,  Edam,  Gouda,  and  some  Italian  varieties  of  cheese 0 

In  order  to  encourage  international  trade,  the  Interim  Committee 
suggested  that  the  necessary  control  of  imports  be  achieved  insofar  as 
possible  by  negotiation.    It  was  recommended  that  Section  22  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Adjustment  Act  be  amended  to  help  achieve  this,    Section  22  pro- 
vides for  adjustment  by  tariff  regulation  when  UV  S.  support  prices  become 
higher  than  world  prices. 

The  Committee Ts  third  top  recommendation  was  for  a  stepped-up 
study  and  full  public  debate  of  existing  farm  programs  by  national  farm 
organizations,  the  Land  Grant  Colleges,  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
and  others.. 

Dairy  Work  Conference  Closing  Today 

Eighty  representatives  of  dairy,  farm  and  food  organizations  met 
here  yesterday  and  today  to  develop  merchandising  and  promotional  measures 
for  dairy  products.    At  this  writing,  there  is  nothing  we  can  report,  but 
there  should  be  an  announcement  later  today,  and  we'll  mail  it  to  you. 
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Sorghum  Committee's  Recommendations 

The  special  sorghums  industry  advisory  group  which  met  here 
Tuesday  at  Secretary  Benson's  invitation  recommended  continuing  the 
present  legislative  designation  of  grain  sorghums  as  a  non-basic  agricul- 
tural commodity,  with  flexibility  in  the  possible  levels  of  price  support. 

With  specific  reference  to  price  support  levels  for  grain 
sorghums,  the  advisory  group  said  they  should  "be  set  at  a  "practical  and 
equitable  relationship  to  the  price  supports  for  corn  and  other  feed 
grains".    The  development  of  a  long-range  program  which  will  return  to 
farmers  "an  equitable  income",  while  retaining  an  adequate  reserve  position 
and  developing  sound  export  and  domestic  markets,  was  urged.    The  group 
also  recommended  increased  research  and  steps  to  widen  export  outlets. 

Honey  Support  Prices  Announced 

The  Department  announces  that  honey  will  be  supported  during  .  , 
the  1953  marketing  season,  which  started  April  1,  at  a  national  average 
price  of  10,5  cents  per  pound.    This  is  70  percent  of  the  current  parity 
price  adjusted  to  the  60  pound  container  level,    The  1952  crop  of  honey 
also  was  supported  at  70  percent  of  parity,  but  the  actual  national  aver- 
age honey  support  price  was  11.4  cents  a  pound. 

Price  support  for  honey  within  a  range  of  60  to  90  percent  of 
parity  is  mandatory  under  the  Agricultural  Act  of  19^9.    This  is  the 
fourth  straight  year  for  such  a  program*    Prices  for  honey  will  be 
supported  through  farm-storage  loans  and  by  the  offer  of  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  to  purchase  honey  delivered  by  producers  under  pur- 
chase agreements. 

Wool  Supports  Announced 

The  Department  this  week  announced  a  national  average  wool 
support  price  of  53 *1  cents  a  pound,  grease  basis,  for  the  1953-5^ 
marketing  year.    This  compares  with  a  5^,2  cents  a  pound  support  price 
for  the  1952-53  marketing  year  just  ending. 

The  national  average  wool  support  price  is  based  on  90  percent 
of  the  59  cent  parity  price  for  wool  announced  Tuesday.  Representative 
wool  loan  rates  and  other  program  details  will  be  announced  in  a  few  days. 
A  wool  price  support  program  is  required  by  the  Agricultural  Act  of  19^9, 
which  provides  for  support  between  60  and  90  percent  of  parity. 

Average  Consumer  to  Eat  More  Beef  Than  Pork  in  1953 

The  Agricultural  Situation  for  release  Tuesday,  April  7,  points 
out  that  the  average  consumer  may  have  7  pounds  more  beef  than  pork  this 
year.    Hot  since  1918  has  beef  consumption  exceeded  pork  by  so  much. 

At  least  15  percent  more  beef  will  be  produced  in  1953  than' last 
year.    If  dry  weather  or  other  unfavorable  conditions  should  result  in 
heavy  marketings  of  cattle,  the  increase  could  be  greater.    The  pork 
supply,  on  the  other  hand,  will  likely  be  down  about  12  to  15  percent. 
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The  total  red  meat  supply  is  not  likely  to  change  greatly  from  last  year. 

.  In  1952  the  average  consumer  ate  about  6l  pounds  of  beef  (in 
terms  of  wholesale  carcass  weight)  and  72  pounds  of  pork.    In  1953  "the 
consumption  of  "beef  will  rise  to  68  pounds,  maybe  more.    Average  con- 
sumption of  pork  will  likely  drop  by  about  10  pounds,  to  around  6l  pounds 
per  person. 

Veal  will  also  be  more  plentiful  this  year  and  consumption  may 
increase  from  the  7,1  pounds  last  year  to  8  pounds  or  more.  Consumption 
of  lamb  and  mutton  will  be  more  nearly  steady  at  around  k  pounds.. 

Meat  Purchase  Programs 

The  Department  today  purchased  an  additional  1*  96, 000  pounds  of 
beef  for  export  to  Greece  under  a  Mutual  Security  Agency  requisition,  and 
announced  that  the  offer  to  buy  is  being  continued  to  obtain  additional 
quantities.    Today's  purchases  were  under  a  March  27  announcement  and 
bring  the  total  obtained  for  Greece  to  896,000  pounds  at  an  average  price 
of  27,97  cents  a  pound  f.o.b.  plants. 

The  Department  also  announced  today  that  a  total  of  1+2,000 
pounds  of  beef  was  purchased  at  approximately  kO  cents  a  pound  under  the 
announcement  of  March  23.    The  beef  will  be  distributed  to  the  non-profit 
school  lunch  program,  institutions,  and  other  eligible  outlets  during 
April. 

Farm  Prices  Show  Slight  Rise  After  6  Months  of  Decline 

Average  farm  prices  during  the  month  ended  *toch  15  rose 
slightly      after  6  straight  months  of  decline.    According  to  BAE's 
monthly  report,  farm  prices  in  that  month  were  about  one -third  of  one 
percent  above  the  preceding  month,    Higher  prices  for  hogs,  cotton,  eggs, 
wheat,  and  corn  more  than  offset  lower  prices  for  beef  cattle,  calves, 
wholesale  milk,  and  potatoes.    The  March  15  index  of  farm  prices  received 
was  8  percent  below  a  year  ago,  but  6  percent  higher  than  June  1950 ,  just 
before  the  outbreak  in  Korea. 

During  the  month  ended  March  15,  prices  paid  by  farmers  also 
rose  slightly      about  the  same  amount  as  prices  received.    As  a  result, 
the  parity  ratio  remained  unchanged  at  9k  percent.    Prices  of  commodities 
bought  for  family  living  rose  slightly  more  on  the  average  than  goods 
bought  for  production, 

R«  E.  Short  Named  Chairman  of  U.  S.-FAQ  Group 

Secretary  Benson  announced  today  that  he  has  appointed  Romeo  E. 
Short,  Director  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  to  be  chairman  of 
the  U,  S.-FAO  Interagency  Committee,    Mr,  Short  thus  becomes  the  key 
official  in  the  U.  Sa  Government  for  the  day  to  day  relationships  of  the 
U.  S,  with  FAO.    Committee  members  include  representatives  of  the  Depart- 
ments of  State,  Treasury,  Commerce,  Interior,  and  Labor,  and  the  Bureau 
of  the  Budget,  Federal  Security  Agency,  and  the  Mutual  Security  Agency, 


European  RFD's  Arriving  Here  May  2 


In  the  past  few  years,  many  of  you  have  worked,  with  foreign 
visitors  who  came  to  this  country  to  study  our  agriculture  and  techniques 
most  of  them  under  the  State  Department  and  Mutual  Security  Agency  pro- 
grams,   Among  them  have  "been  a  number  of  information  people.,  including  a 
sprinkling  of  radio  people. 

Wow,  for  the  first  time,  a  number  of  European  farm  radio  people 
are  coming  as  a  group  —  under  MSA  sponsorship  --and  MBFD  is  taking  a 
major  share  of  the  responsibility  for  planning,  their  training  programs 
and  itineraries^  Wes  Seyler's  professional  improvement  committee  is 
carrying  the  major  share  of  MRFD's  responsibility,  and  President  Mai 
Hansen  and  Veep  -Jack  Jackson  have  also  done  yeoman's  work  in  planning 
the  2 -month  study. 

Roberta  Clark  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  is  the  USDA 
training  officer  responsible  for  the  group  and  Dana  Reynolds  is  carding 
MSA's  end  of.  the  planning  and  administrative  job.    Our  own  office-  is  also 
contributing  its  bit.  ; 

The  group,  to  include , perhaps ; a  couple  dozen  people,  will  in- 
clude radio  workers  from  Austria,  Denmark,  Germany,  The  Netherlands  and 
Yugoslavia,    They  will  arrive  in  this  country  M£y  2  and  spend  a  few. days 
in  Washington,    Tentative  plans  then  call  for  them  to  be  placed  indivi- 
dually or  in  small  groups  on  farms  in  order  that  they  may  see       S.  agri* 
culture  at  the  grassroots.    Then  it  is  planned  for  them  to  spend  a  week 
working  directly  with  individual  KFD's  --  to  see  how  the  American  RFD 
does  his  job. 

The  group  then  is  expected  to  join  up  with  a  visiting  group  of 
European  farm  paper  editors  in  Chicago  for  a  seminar  on  international 
trade  problems     NARFD,  the  American  Agricultural  Editors  Association, 
and  the  newspaper  Farm  Editors*  Association  have  agreed  to  sponsor  the 
seminar,  and  AAACE  has  also  been  invited  to  join  in  sponsorship. 

The  European  radio  group  will  then  visit  Texas  A  &  M  College 
and  go  on  to  Houston  for  a  two-day  clinic  on  European  farm  radio  plus 
participation  in  the  spring  meeting  of  l^RFD.    Following  that,  they 
will  spend  another  week  working  with  individual  RFD's  and  wind  up  their 
tour  in  Washington  about  the  end  . of  June. 

We'll  tell  you  more  about  this  project  as  plans  become  final, 
NARFD's  cooperation  and  interest  have  already  done  much  to  assure  its 
success. 

General  Crop  Report  Next  Friday 

The  next  general  crop  report  will  be  issued  here  next  Friday, 
April  10,  It  will  include,  among  other  things,  indicated  production  of 
winter  wheat  and  indicated  percentage  abandonment  of  winter  wheat  seed- 
lings. The  monthly  western  range  report  will  be  issued  the  same  day  at 
Denver. 
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Potato  Advisory  Committee  Urges  Increased  Research  -  - 1 

The  Potato  Research  Advisory  Committee  has  recommended  unani- 
mously that  research  and  the  dissemination  of  results  of  research  in 
marketing,  utilization,  and  production  tie  considered  the  most ■ important 
functions  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,    The  committee  met  here  March 
23-25  "but  an  announcement  of  its  recommendations  was  released  this  week. 

The  committee  pointed  out  a  necessity  for  more  "basic  or  funda- 
mentei  science,  and  for  the  conservation  and  development  of •  trained 
scientific  manpower.    In  considering  potato  marketing  problems,  the  com- 
mittee gave  top  priority  to: 

(1)  Expanding  work  on  the  development  and  evaluation  of  improved 
structures,  plant  layout,  work  methods  and  equipment  for  handling,  storing, 
packing,  and  shipping  potatoes  at  the  Red  River  Valley  Research  Center, 
(2)  Initiating  work  on  the  development  and  evaluation  of  small,  rigid  or 
other  type  packages  or  containers  from  new  or  presently  used  materials 
that  will  reduce  damage  to  potatoes  during  handling* 

Price  and  Quality  Important  in  Export  Outlook  for  Fats  and  Oils 

U,  S,  fats  and  oils  can  continue  to  find  a  ready  market  in 
Europe  if  their  price  and  quality  are  competitive  with  similar  products 
offered  by  other  countries0    That's  the  conclusion  of  Paul  Quintus,  a 
USDA  specialist  Just  hack  from  a  first-hand  study  of  the  European  market. 

The  importance  of  competitive  price  and  quality  relations  has 
increased,  "because  expanded  world  production  has  lessened  Europe's  de- 
pendence upon  U.  S,  fats  and  oils0    Lack  of  dollar  exchange  is  a 
serious  deterrent  to  trade,  hut  undue  emphasis  on  the  dollar  problem 
tends  to  obscure  the  more  fundamental  price  and  quality  issue , 

If  price  relationships  are  "right",  Europeans  generally  prefer 
to  buy  U.  S.  fats,  oils  and  oilseeds. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  April  11 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. , .Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
EST.    "USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  April  11  feature  will  be  a 
short-waved  report  from  Everett  Mitchell  in  Australia0    It  will  be  a  re- 
port on  Australian  agriculture,  plus  on-the-farm  interviews  with  Inter- 
national Farm  Youth  Exchange  participants . 

ABC  American  Farmer o .  ^Saturday  12„'30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA,    Subject  of  the  April  11  feature  will  be 
"Weather  Bureau  Services  and  How  Farmers  Can  Make  Best  Use  of  Them"  with 
James  Fidler,  Weather  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  Jack  Towers, 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News. .  .Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p,me  with  Claude 
J&honey,  The  April  11  program  will  feature  sounds  from  a  typical  farm 
auction,  held  on  the  Maryland  farm  of  John  D.  Smith. 
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Flagging  to  Your  Attention, . , 

-  .  .  .      Among  the  stories  mailed  to  you  this  week  was  one  Monday  on  a 
new  test  which  shows  the  degree  of  fatness  of  live  animals,  one  on  the 
current  status  of  VE  mailed  Wednesday,  and  one  Thursday  on  Drc  M.  R, 
Clarkson's  "being  placed  in  charge  of  VE  eradication. 

Among  Ourselves. , « 

Tom  Noone  leaves  the  Department  April  10  to  he come  associate 
director  of  the  Film  Council  of  America,  with  headquarters  in  Evanston, 
111.    Tom  was  in  the  Radio  and  Television  Service  for  2-J-  years  and  more 
recently  has  "been  distribution  chief  for  the  Motion  Picture  Service 0 

Cordia3.1y, 

v  I  C\ 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


9/? 


April  10,  1953 
Letter  Wo,  556 

Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


The  International  Wheat  Council  decided  "by  a  substantial  majority 
Thursday  to  recommend  to  member  Governments  that  the  International  Wheat 
Agreement  he  extended  for  3  years  at  a  new  price  range  of  $2.05  a  "bushel 
maximum  and  $1,55  minimum.    The  present  range  is  $1.80  maximum  and  $1.20 
minimum. 

./  However,  it's  not  certain  that  the  United  Kingdom  will  "be  parti- 
cipating in  the  Agreement.    The  British  delegate  informed  the  Council  that 
his  Government  desired  a  renewal  of  the  Agreement,  hut  that  it  was  not  pre- 
pared to  accept  a  maximum  price  above  $2,00.    The  Ur  K.  will  have  a  little 
over  2  weeks  to  decide  whether  to  sign  the  Agreement. 

Arrangements  are  "being  made  for  a  formal  signing  ceremony  to  "be 
held  within  the  next  few  days  after  which  the  Agreement  will  remain  open 
for  signature  for  a  period  of  Ik  days.    For  the  Agreement  to  "become  "bind- 
ing on  the  United  States,  it  must  "be  ratified  "by  the  President  with  the 
consent  of  the  Senate, 

Details  with  regard  to  the  guaranteed  imports  and  exports  that 
would  apply  under  the  new  Agreement  have  not  yet  "been  decided.    The  Council 
has  agreed  on  a  number  of  textual  amendments  to  "be  recommended  to  member 
Governments,  "but  none  of  these  recommended  changes  alter  the  "basic  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Agreement  was  originally  established. 

The  present  agreement  was  signed  in  19^9  and  was  scheduled  to 
expire  on  July  31  of  this  year, 

.  ■  •  '  • 

Beef  Purchases 

The  Department  today  bought  an  additional  514,000  pounds  of  beef 
for  export'  to  Greece  under  a  Mutual  Security  Agency  requisition  and 
announced  that  the  offer  to  buy  is  being  continued  on  a  weekly  basis.  The 
total  obtained  for  Greece  under  the  current  program  now  amounts  to  1,410,000 
pounds. 

The  Department  also  announced  that  the  current  beef  purchase  pro- 
gram-being carried  out  with  Section  32  funds  will  be  operated  on  a  weekly 
offer-rand -acceptance  basis  instead  of  the  previously  announced  monthly  basis. 
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More  Changes  in  Organization 

Two  more  important  changes  in  TJSDA  organization  and  operations  - 
were  announced  this  week. 

First,  Secretary  Benson  assigned  to  the  Soil  Conservation  Service 
general  responsibility  for  administering  all  flood  prevention  activities 
and  river  "basin  investigations  of  the  Department,    In  the  past,  the  Depart- 
ment's flood  prevention  activities  have  "been  administered  "by  a  staff  in  the 
Secretary's  office  with  leadership  for  field  work  delegated  to  SCS  or  to 
the  Forest  Service, 

Under  the  new  order,  SCS  has  general  responsibility  for  the  flood 
prevention  program  and  flood  prevention  measures  in  watersheds  authorized 
"by  Congress,    Where  watersheds  include  National  Forests,  the  Forest  Service 
will  carry  out  surveys  and  treatment  on  these  forests,  on  range  lands  used 
in  conjunction  with  the  national  forests,  and  (in  cooperation  with  state 
agencies)  on  other  forest  lands  within  these  watersheds.  : 

All  this  flood  prevention  and  watershed  work  will  "be  carried  out 
under  the  over-all  supervision  of  Assistant  Secretary  Coke.    The  purpose  of 
the  new  setup  is  to  fix  responsibility  for  the  program  more  clearly  and  to 
simplify  administration. 

The  second  important  change  announced  this  week  was  the  abolish- 
ment of  the  PMA  commodity  offices  at  San  Francisco  and  New  York  City,  to 
be  effective  at  the  close  of  business  June  3C    The  area  now  served  by  the 
San  Francisco  office       California,  Arizona,  Nevada,  and  Utah  --  is  being 
reassigned  to  the  Portland  office,  except  that  cotton  and  cottonseed 
responsibility  for  that  area  is  going  to  the  New  Orleans  office.    The  area 
now  served  by  the  New  York  office  will  be  turned  over  to  the  Chicago  office, 
except  for  Virginia  which  is  being  assigned  to  the  New  Orleans  office. 

These  changes  will  make  the  New  Orleans  PMA.  commodity  office  re- 
sponsible for  all  price  support  and-  related  operations  in  cotton  and  cotton- 
seed. 

Flagging  to  Your  Attention 

President  Eisenhower  Thursday  directed  the  chairman  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  to  move  immediately  to  investigate  agricultural  imports  and 
recommend  action  for  placing  such  as  are  now  embargoed  under  Section  10k 
of  the  Defense  Production  Act  under  ban  through  Section  22  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Adjustment  Act,    We're  mailing  a  fuller  statement. 

We've  mailed  a  story  on  corn  support  totals  and  one  on  the  VE 
quarantine  situation. 

Secretary '8  Foreign  Trade  Statement  Available 

Secretary  Benson  testified  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture and  Forestry  Thursday  on  the  subject  of  foreign  trade  in  agricul- 
tural products.    It  carries  a  lot  of  good  background  material  on  the  trade 
problem.    We'll  send  you  a  copy  on  request. 
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The  Dairy  Situation 

The  annual  rate  of  milk  production  during  the  past  few  months 
has  "been  substantially  above  a  year  earlier.    It  was  up  8  percent  for 
December  through, February,  according  to  The  Dairy  Situation  released 
Thursday, 

Increases  in  milk  production  have  occurred  in  most  sections  of 
the  Nation  --  with  only  Oklahoma  and  Montana  showing  lower  daily  output 
this  winter  than  last.    The  continued  heavy  flow  of  milk  has  resulted  in 
a  large  excess  in  most  fluid  milk  markets  of  the  country,  even  in  a  number 
of  southern  markets  where  there  usually  are  winter  shortages. 

The  average  price  paid  by  dealers  for  milk  used  in  fluid  distri- 
bution has  declined  a  little  more  than  seasonally  since  last  November, 
The  U.  S3  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  milk  in  March  was  $4.^3 
per  100  pounds,  compared  with  $4.91  per  100  pounds  in  March  last  year. 
Wholesale  prices  of  several  major  manufactured  dairy  products  declined 
at  the  end  of  March  in  line  with  the  reduction  in  USDA  purchase  prices  for 
butter,  Cheddar  cheese,  and  nonfat  dry  milk,  which  became  effective  April  1. 

4-H  Club  Camp  Set  for  June  17-24 

The  twenty-third  National  k-E  Club  Camp,  held  annually  in 
Washington,  is  scheduled  this  year  for  June  IT  through  2k\    It's  held 
under  supervision  of  the  Cooperative  Extension  Service  of  the  Department 
and  the  Land  Grant  Colleges,    The  theme  of  the  program  will  be  "Know  Your 
Government, " 

We  hope  to  have  available  the  same  facilities  for  recording  that 
many  of  you  have  made  use  of  in  the  past.    We'll  have  more  to  say  about 
that  later. 

Egg  Output  Below  a  Year  Ago,  Prices  Higher 

Egg  production  is  now  near  its  season  peak,  and  it's  running 
below  a  year  earlier.    According  to  The  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  re- 
leased today,  the  decrease  corresponds  roughly  to  the  3  percent  reduction 
in  the  number  of  layers  on  farms  March  1, 

Egg  prices  have  been  roughly  10  cents  a  dozen  above  a  year 
earlier  because  of  the  reduced  supplies,  continued  good  demand  for  eggs 
for  immediate  consumption,  and  a  small  early-season  accumulation  of 
frozen  egg.    After  mid -year,  both  egg  production  and  egg  prices  are  ex- 
pected to  be  much  nearer  to  the  levels  of  a  year  ago. 

New  Pecan  Variety  Announced  by  USDA 

A  new  pecan  is  announced  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  It's 
the  Barton  —  developed  from  crosses  between  the  Moore  and  Success  vari- 
eties made  in  1937  by  L.  D,  Romberg  of  the  U.  S,  Pecan  Field  Station, 
Brownwood,  Texas,    It  yields  well,  with  nuts  thin-shelled  and  kernels 
with  good  keeping  qualities.    It  appears  to  be  a  suitable  orchard  variety 
for  the  southern  pecan  areas. 
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Our  Friend  Art  Page 

Our  old  friend  Art  Page  died  this  week*    Most  of  you  have  heard 
that  by  now,  and  nothing-  we  could  write  here  would  properly  honor  him  as  a 
pioneer  in  farm  radio  and  an  American  farm  institution. 

^As  nearly  as  we  can  figure  out,  Art  was  at  WLS  for  about  30 
years.    He  started  "The  Dinner  Bell"  program  there  in  the  1920 's  and  "be- 
came a  noon-time  tradition  in  the  farm  homes  of  the  Midwest.    He  made  many 
other  marks  on  our  agricultural  history  too  — .  as  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Illinois  Agricultural  Association  and  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federa- 
tion, as  associate  editor  of  The  Prairie  Farmer,  and  as  a  charter  member  of 
NARFD, 

In  later  years,  we  remember  him  as  the  gentle  wit  who  presented 
the  gavels'  of  honor  at  the  NARFD  conventions.    That's  where  we  saw  him  last. 
The  gavel  he  laid  down  this  week  will  "be  mighty  hard  for  anyone  else  to 
carry. 

Among  Ourselves 

Several  visits  from  the  "brethren  this  week.    Among  them:  Eric 
Lund  from  Lynchburg,  Va.,  and  Charlie  Slate  f  rom  "Danville ,  "Va  . ,  in  town 
for  a  meeting.    Conway  Robinson,  WBAL,  Baltimore,  was  in  for  a  few  minutes 
though  we  didn't  get  to  see  him  personally.    Milt  Bliss  and  Jerry  Seaman 
were  in  from  Chicago.    Jerry  was  on  vacation  with  his  family. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  April  18 

:  NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. .  .Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m. 
ESTr    "USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    Another  report  from  Everett 
Mitchell,  in  Asia, 

ABC  American  Farmer... Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.  "Top 
.  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    Interview  with  Roy  Lennartson,  PMA,  on  mar- 
ket research. 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News, .  .Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  with  Claude 
Mahoney.    An  interview  with  Francis  Coleman  Rosenberger,  editor  of 
Jefferson  Reader,  on  the  subject  of  Thomas  Jefferson  as  a  farmer,  farm 
inventor  and  innovator-. 

Winter  Wheat  Forecast  is  Raised 

The  monthly  crop  report  issued  today  estimated,  as  of  April  1,  a 
1953  winter  wheat  crop  of  71^  million  bushels,  which  is  17  percent  larger 
than  the  forecast  as  of  last  December  1,    This  reflects  smaller  acreage 
losses  than  expected  and  improved  yield  prospects  in  most  areas. 

Cordially, 

Enclosures:  /  j ^  y ^  .  : ,  iwdL '    kj  <y  yO 

US-FAO  News  Letter  Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 

Garden  &  Home  Food  Pres.  Facts       t    ^   Radio  and  Television  Service 
Home  Demonstration  Week  Materials  L '4  ) 


ATTACHMENT 


Excerpts  from  Inherited  Problems ,  an  Address  "by  Secretary  Benson  "before  the 
National  Farm  Eanch  Congress  of  the  Denver  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Denver, 
Colo.,  Tuesday,  April  7. 


A  little  more  than  two  months  ago  the  new  administration  took  over 
responsibility  for  guiding  the  destiny  of  the  United  States, . .  When  we 
examined  our  inheritance  we  found  that  we  had  acquired  a  number  of  thorny 
problems.    Like  many  another  heir,  we  found  the  house  mortgaged  and  a  good 
deal  of  damaged  furniture  stacked  away  in  the  attic... 

We  inherited  a  dollar  which  will  "buy  only  half  as  much  as  it  would  10 
years  ago.'.. 

You  and  I  inherited  a  national  debt  of  over  265  "billion  dollars... 
We  have  just  submitted  a  revision  of  the  agricultural  "budget  for  the  year 
"beginning  July  1,  1953  cutting  71  million  dollars  from  annual  appropriations 
specified  in  previous  proposals,  and  60  million  dollars  from  loan  authori- 
zations...a  reduction  of  about  10  per  cent. 

We  inherited  a  decline  in  prices  of  farm  products.    Prices  received  by 
farmers  had  been  falling  for  about  two  years  prior  to  January  20.  There 
was  a  drop  of  about  16  percent  during  that  time.,.  There  was  a  deliberate 
attempt  to  unload  responsibility  for  this  price  decline  on  our  shoulders,,. 
The  fact  is  that  farm  prices  in  general  have  fallen  one  percent  since  we 
have  been  in  office.,.  Declines  of  this  magnitude  took  place  no  less  than 
39  times  during  the  20  years  that  our  predecessors  were  in  office. 

Farmers  have  inherited  high,  three-way  costs  that  are  even  more  vicious 
than  the  down  skid  in  farm  prices.    Farm  production  costs  are  high.  Family 
living  costs  are  way  up.    Costs  of  marketing  farm  products  are  very  high. 

The  kind  of  price  supports  we  inherited  are  putting  farm  products  into 
storage  rather  than  into  stomachs...  With  rising  prices,  our  present  system 
of  price  supports  had  the  appearance  of  success...  But  with  the  downturn  of 
prices  that  has  occurred  during  the  past  two  years,  experience  with  such 
price  supports  took  on  a  different  hue.... the  old  principle  again  becomes 
evident:    you  can't  hold  prices  at  abnormally  high  levels  without  eventually 
having  to  restrict  production. 

I  am  convinced  that  we  can  improve  our  present  system  of  price  supports. 
We  do  not  propose  to  scrap  our  present  system  of  supports  until  we  have 
something  better.    Our  experience  and  our  studies  have  convinced  us  that 
there  must  be  something  better. 

Our  inherited  price  support  activities  have  upset  foreign  trade...  We 
discourage  exports  by  pricing  ourselves  out  of  the  market...  Our  supported 
prices  draw  foreign  products  to  us  like  a  magnet. 

We  inherited  falling  beef  cattle  prices...  During  the  last  five  years 
numbers  of  beef  cattle  have  risen  steadily  from  kl.Q  to  56,8  million. a. an 
increase  of  39  percent „    These  were  Democratic  cows  and  bulls,  but  they 
created  a  Republican  "surplus." 
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We  inherited  stalwart,  c ours geous .farm  and  ranch  operators.    Yes,  there 
is  one  item  in  our  inheritance  which  gives  me  pleasure,  one  legacy  of  such 
great  value  that  it  offsets  all  the  diff iculties  I  have  named.    I  'am  speaking 
of  the  .American  farm  and  ranch  operators... 

The  farmer  asks  for,  and  should  have,  a  fair  chance  to  make  his  own 
way  in  a  field  of  fair  competition.    He  should  have  reasonable  assurance  of 
stability  in  the  economy.    Ee  should  have  opportunity  for  education  and  have 
available  the  results  of  research  that  will  enable  him" to  do  an  efficient 
job  of  feeding  and  clothing  the  people  of  this  great  land. 

Our  task  is  to  see  that  he  has  these  opportunities  in  an  atmosphere  of 
freedom,  with  a  minimum  of  government  regulation  and  control.    The  problems 
that  we  have  inherited,  numerous  and  difficult  though  they  be,  will  not  be 
great  enough  to  deter  us  in  that  purpose.    We  will  not  let  the  farmer  down. 


RFD  LETTER 

To   (   .  wL 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U-S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


....  ...   ■   April  17,  1953 

Letter-  No.  557 

Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 

Tter-  Detwrtnttlt  t  today  proposed  a  stringent  new  regulation  to 
speed  up  t^erfdfcS  of  -the  svine  disease,  vesicular  exanthema     It  has 
beTn  sent-to  the  Federal -Register  and,  following  it  s  publ  catio  n  the  re  J 
days  will  be  allowed  for  comments  "before  the  regulation  ls  put  into  effect. 

\         Here  are "the  main  points: 

1  Anv  swine  that  have  been  fed  raw  garbage  may  be  moved  across 
state Unes' only"  for  immediate  slaughter  and  special  processing  at  approved 
establishments.    A  veterinarian  must  certify-  that:  Bucfr-swlne  were  Properl y 
inspected  on  the  premises  just  prior  to  shipment  and  that  no  evidence  of 
YE  was  found. 

2  Other  swine  will  he  moved  interstate  only  if  accompanied  by  a 
certificate 'by  the  owner  or  shipper  stating  that,  as  far  as  he  can  deter- 
mine,  the  animals  have  not  teen  fed  any  uncooked  garbage  and  have  not  been 
infected  by  or  exposed  to  VE. 

3.    Products  derived  from  swine  which  have  been  fed  uncooked 
garbage  may  be  moved  interstate ■ only  if  they  are  specially  processed. 

h     Products  derived  from  other  swine  can  be  moved  interstate 
only  if  accompanied  by  a  statement  that  as  far  as  the  owner  or  shipper 
can  determine,  they  have  been  derived  from  animals  not  fed  uncooked  gar- 
bage and  not  Exposed  to  or  infected  with  VE. 

(The  interstate  movement  of  swine  and  pork  products  from  quaran- 
tined areas  is  already  restricted,  and  this  restriction  will  continue.) 

The    Department  .  took  the  action  after  conferring  with  its  special 
VE  advisory  committee  and  after  advising  the  governor  of  each  State  and 
Territory.    It  also  announced  a  statement  of  policy  on  VE  which  we  are 
mailing  to  you. 

Secretary  Benson  also  has  just  announced  that  the  Department  will 
now  pay  up  to  50  percent  indemnity  for  infected  hogs  without  regard  to. State 
matching  funds  if  the  animals  had  been  shipped  into  that  State  through  inter- 
state  commerce. 
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International  Cotton  Group  to  Meet  Here  Beginning  May  k 

The  International  Cotton  Advisory  Committee  will  hold  its  12th 
Plenary  Mseting  in  Washington  "beginning  May        Delegates  are  expected  from 
the  governments  of  27  exporting  and  importing  countries  accounting  for  85 
percent  of  the  world's  trade  in  cotton. 

Delegates  will  exchange  statements  on  the  cotton  situations  pre- 
vailing in  their  own  countries  and  will  examine  the  general  economic 
position  of  cotton  in  the  world  as  a  whole.    The  Committee  is  an  association 
of  governments  interested  in  the  production,  trade,  and  consumption  of  cotton. 
Plenary  meetings  are  held  annually,  with  every  third  one  held  in  the  United 
States. 

Hatchery  Production  Down 

The  number  of  chicks  produced  "by  commercial  hatcheries  during 
March  was  down  a  little  more  than  1  percent  from  March  last  year,  BAE  re- 
ported this.  week.    Output  during  March  was  estimated  at ;  288,99^ -.000  chicks 
■compared  with  292,528,000  last  year  and  the  19^7-51  average  of  "2^,320,000. 
The  production  of  chicks  during  the  first  3  months  of  this  year  was  3  per- 
cent "below  the  same  period  last  year. 

Hatcheries  supplying  information  on  turkey  operations  reported  13 
percent  less  poults  hatched  during  March  than  in  March  last  year  and  10  per- 
cent less  eggs  in  incubators  on  April  1  than  a  year  ago.    Eeports  covering 
February  and  March  showed  19  percent  less  poults  hatched  than  during  the 
period  last  year. 

New  Bulletin  on  Protecting  Woolens  from  Insects  • 

You'll  soon  "be  receiving  the  new  USDA  publication,  '-'Clothes 
Moths  and  Carpet  Beetles  --  How  to  Combat  Them.".    It's  designed  to  serve  as 
a  wool  protection  manual  for  the  American  housewife,  and  it  discusses  EQ-53* 
the  Department's  new  chemical  material  for  protecting  washable  woolens. 

Corn  Belt  Has  19  Percent  More  Cattle  on  Feed  than  Last  April  - 

The  number  of  cattle  on  feed  for  market  in  the  11  Corn  Belt 
States  on  April  1  was  19  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier,  the  BAE  reported 
this  week.    Increases  occurred  in  all  of  the  Com -Belt  States  except  Kansas, 
which  showed  a  k  percent  decline.  ' 

.  •  On  the  basis,  of  information  available  on  several  important  States 

outside  the  Corn  Belt,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  cattle  on  feed  April  1 
for  the  country  as  a  whole  wag  12  to  lh  percent  ebove  April  1  a  year  ago. 
This  compares  with  January  1  numbers  that  were  16  percent  higher  than  a 
year  earlier  and  reflects  the  unusually  heevy  marketings'  that  have  taken 
place  since  January  1. 

Corn  Belt  cattle  feeders  who  reported  the  month  in  which  they  ex- 
pect to  market  fed  cattle  indicate  that  h6  percent  will  be  marketed  before 
July  1  this  year  compared  with  k2  percent  reported  last  April.    In  8  States 
reporting  corn  stocks,  the  supply  of  corn  on  feeders'  farms  on  April  1  was 
larger  than  last  year.    In  general,  weather  during  the  period  January  through 
March  was  favorable  for  feeding  operations. 


Beef  Purchases 


The  Department  purchased  on  Wednesday  an  additional  If 3 0,000 
pounds  of  frozen  "beef  carcasses  for  export  to  Greece  under  a  continuing  pro- 
gram, for  the  Mutual  Security  Agency.    That  "brings  the  total  for  export  to 
Greece  to  1,8^0,000  pounds,.  The  Department  also  purchased  378. 000  pounds 
of  frozen  "boneless  beef  with  Section  32  funds,  "bringing  the  total  under 
that  program  to  420,000  pounds. 

The  Week's  Cattle  Market 

Continued  liberal  receipts  and  further  price  declines  featured 
the  week's  cattle  trade.    The  twelve  markets  actually  received  fewer  cattle 
than  last  week,  but  Monday's  receipts  were  excessively  large.    Chicago  had 
29,000  --  the  largest  one-day  April  run  in  27  years  --  while  Omaha's 
receipts,  of  20,000.  established  an  April  record. 

Receipts  at  other  markets  were  also  fairly  large  and  prices  on 
Monday  declined  ^0  cents  to  $1,50,  with  clearance  incomplete,    A  substantial 
reduction  in  the  movement  on  later  days  allowed  a  mild  recovery,  and  closing 
prices  were  largely  50  cents  to  $1  lower  than  a  week  ago.    Stocker  and  feeder 
trade  was  again  extremely  dull  and  prices  dropped  to  the  season's  lowest 
levels. 

German  Information  Team  Ending  Study  Here 

A  group  , of  German  information  people  whom  many  of  you  have  met 
are  now  in  Washington  winding  up  their  stay  in  this  country.    They  are  Peter 
von  Blanc he nburg,  Wolfgang  Neinhaus,  Franz  6erl,  Ulla  Dresbach,  Joachim 
Ruppert,  Klaus  Gevenicly  and  Wichard  Graf  Harrach.    They  attended  the  recent 
AAACE  meeting  at  Ames  and  visited  a  number  of  you  in  your  own  diggings. 
They  leave  next  Wednesday  for  Germany.       "  '  '.  ' 

Wool  Loan  Rates  Announced  '  :-  ; 

The  Department  this  week  announced  loan  rates  for  shorn  wool  and 
other  wool  price  support  program  details  for  both  shorn  and  pulled  wool 
for  the  1953-5^  marketing  year.    The  rates  are  based  on  the  national  average 
support  price  announced  previously  at  53,1  cents  per  pound  of  wool,  grease 
basis.    We  won't  attempt  to  quote  the  rate  schedule  here,  but  can  provide 
it  if  you  want  it.. 

Calling  to  Your  Attention. . , , 

Secretary  Benson  testified  Monday  before  the  Subcommittee  on 
Agricultural  Appropriations  of  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee,  We'll 
send  you  a  copy  of  his  testimony  if  you  request  it. 

Also  available  is  a  statement  by  Howard  H.  Gordon,  Administrator 
of  PMA,  before  the  Subcommittee  on  Securities,  Insurance  and  Banking  of 
the  Senate  Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency. 


We  mailed  you  a  story  Wednesday  on  preliminary  work  in  prepara- 
tion for  possible  acreage  allotment  and  marketing  quotas  on  195*1-  wheat  and 
cotton 
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Among  Ourselves 

The  National  Safety  Council  has  adopted  the  farm  safety  slogan 
originated  "by  Bill  Givens  and  Homer  Karts  for  their  joint  safety 
campaign.    The  slogan,  "Farm  to  Live--Live  to  Farm,"  "Will  "be  used  by  the 
Safety  Council  as  the  slogan  for  Farm  Safety  Week  July  19-25.    Dan  Thompson 
of  the  Sefety  Council  got  permission  to  use  it  after  Sill  and  Homer  adopted 
it  as  the  slogan  for  their  year-long  joint  campaign  for  farm  safety. 

This  is  the  first  time  ve  have  heard  of  two  sister  stations  join- 
ing together  for  a  farm  service  campaign  like  this.    We'd  like  to  hear  about 
others.    Bill  and  Eomer  are  exchanging  programs  and  tape3,  and  have  planned 
about  a  half-dozen  joint  projects  which  they  will  cover  together. 

The  East -North-Central  Region  of  KABFp  meets  Sunday  and  Monday- 
(.April  19-20)  at  Purdue  University.,    Horace  Tyler  sent  us  a  copy  of  the 
program  and  it  looks  like  a  mighty  good  lineup.    Wish  we  could  be  there. 

Jack  Towers  and  Alice  Skelsey  of  our  office  are  in  Columbus,  Ohio, 
for  the  annual  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio-Television.    The  meeting 
began  yesterday,  and  the  special  work  sessions  on  agricultural  television 
and  radio  are  taking  place  today  and  tomorrow. 

Network  Farm  and  Heme  Shows  April  25 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. . .Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    The  April  25  feature  will  be  a  roundup 
report  of  the  world-circling  trip  made  by  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Everett .Mitchell 
and  Yern  Laustsen. 

ABC  American  Farmer... Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News1'  from  USDA.    There  will  be  a  USDA  feature  from  Washington. 

CBS  Badio  Farm  News. .  .Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.  with  Claude 
Mahoney.    The  April  25  program  will  include  a  feature  from  the  National 
Institute  of  Animal  Agriculture  to  be  held  April  20-21  at  Purdue  with  this 
theme:     "How  to  Get  the  Most  Cut  of  Our  Research  Dollars." 

Cordially, 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


April  2k,  1953 
Letter  No,  55Q 


The  unseasonable  winter  weather  has  "been  a  tig  agricultural  story 

this  week. 

The  Weather  Bureau  reports  that  unseasonably  cold  weather  with 
widespread  frosts  over  practically  the  entire  country  last  week  limited 
field  work,  retarded  vegetative  growth,  and  caused  some  damage,  especially 
to  fruits  which  were  at  a  critical  stage  in  their  development. 

The  frosty  weather  continued  into  the  early  part  of  thiB  week* 
This  Department  has  received  fragmentary  reports  from  many  sections  of  the 
country,  but  it* s  too  early  to  determine  the  seriousness  of  damage  to 
fruit.    We  know  that  frost  damage  was  extensive,  but  we  don't  know  bow 
important  it  was. 

The  Department  has  had  scattered  reports  from  Washington,  Oregon, 
California,  Colorado,  Idaho  and  Utah,    Also  from  Ohio  and  Michigan,  Damage 
to  apple  blossoms  is  reported  in  Maryland  and  West  Virginia,    All  the  way 
down  to  Louisiana  and  Alabama  there  is  a  possibility  of  frost  damage  to 
peaches. 

Let  us  emphasize  again  that  these  are  fragmentary  observations  and 
that  we  don't  yet  have  a  good  picture  of  the  frost  damage.    We'll  know  more 
about  it  May  10  when  the  Department's  first  peach  crop  forecast  is  issued. 
That  report  will  cover  indicated  peach  production  by  the  10  southern  peach 
states,  and  indicated  production  of  plums,  apricots  and  cherries  in  California, 

Wheat  Agreement  Assured 

Monday,  April  27,  is  the  last  day  for  signing  of  the  International 
Wheat  Agreement  —  but  an  Agreement  is  already  assured.    As  of  noon  Thursday 
the  Agreement  had  been  signed  by  27  importing  eountries  and  all  four  of  the 
exporting  countries  (U.S.,  Canada,  France  and  Australia)  which  attended  the 
International  Wheat  Conference, 


The  importers'  quotas  represent  56  percent  of  the  total  volume. 
Fifteen  importing  countries  have  not  signed,  but  most  of  them  are  expected 
to  sign.    The  United  Kingdom  still  has  not  signed. 
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Baby  Chick  Purchases. . >and  the  Price  of  Eggs 

Here's  a  story  that  may  have  a  lot  to  do  with  the  price  of  eggs  - 
next  spring. 

The  egg-feed  price  ratio  during  January,  February,  and  l^trch 
averaged  30  percent  above  a  year  earlier.    These  favorable  price  ratios 
were  brought  about  by  an  increase  in  egg  prices  and  a  decrease  in  feed 
prices. 

The  Department  points  out  that  if  poultry  raisers  react  to  the 
very  favorable  egg -feed  price  ratio  as  they  have  in  the  past,  the  purchase 
of  baby  chicks  during  May  and  June  will  be  higher  than  a  year  ago  and  re- 
sult in  a  substantial  increase  in  pullets  next  year, 

A  study  of  past  increases  in  pullets  under  similar  price  situa- 
tions indicates  that  the  supply  of  eggs  next  year  might  be  large  enough  to 
depress  prices  and  cause  an  unfavorable  egg-feed  price  ratio.  Although 
late  winter  and  early  spring  of  next  year  are  many  months  away,  the  number 
of  chicks  purchased  for  laying  flocks  now  will  likely  be  a  major  factor 
in  determining  egg  prices  after  January  1,  195^*  • 

U.  S.  Cattle  .Slaughter, 

.  U.  S.  cattle  slaughter  this  spring  has  registered  the  sharpest 
rise  since  the  abnormal  increase  following  the  lifting  of  price  controls 
in  1$&6.  With  few  exceptions,  cattle  slaughter  each  week  since  December 
has  been  25  to  50  percent  greater  than  the  corresponding  week  last  year, 
and  last  week  the. increase  reached  60  percent. 

Last,  week's  cattle  slaughter  was  5  percent  above  the  preceding 
week.    As  a  result,,  total  meat  production  was  slightly  above  the  previous 
week  despite  the  fact  tha'-fr  hog  slaughter  dropped  beloi;  one  million  head 
for  the  first  time  since  last  September. 

The  fed  cattle  market  was  down  again  this  week  at  the  12  markets  - 
unevenly  steady  to  $1.25' lower  for  the  week. 

For  Trade  Not  Aid 

Assistant  Director  Francis  A,  Flood  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural 
Service,  speaking  at  the  University  of  Nebraska  this  week,  used  the  follow- 
ing illustration  in  support  of  the  policy  of  "Trade  not  aid": 

"About  20  years  ago  we  used  to  import  a  great  deal  of  whale  oil  . 
from  Norway.    Some  groups  here  complained...  V7e  raised  the  excise  tax 
against  it;  by  about  5  times,.,  Result,  the  whale  oil  imports  dropped  to 
a  third  what  they  had  been.    But  what  happened?    Norway  had  to  do  something 
with  the  whale  oil  so  she  traded  it  to  Germany  for  farm  machinery  and  other 
machines  which  she .had  formerly  bought  from  us... 

"But  that  wasn't  all.    The  German  scientists  developed  from  that 
whale  oil  a  better  variety  of  margarine  which  Continental  Europe  bought  - 
instead  of  buying  our  lard.    Our  lard  exports  to  Europe  dropped  during  the 
next  few  years,  from  200  million  pounds  to  15  million  pounds.    Yes,  we  kept 
out  the  whale  oil  -  but  we  lost  far  more  in  our  reduced  exports  of  both 
industrial  goods  and  lard," 
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FCIC  Gets  New  Acting  Head  ..... 

Secretary  Benson  today  announced  the  appointment  of  C.  B» 
FunderBurk  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  as  acting  manager  of  the  Federal  Crop  Insurance 
Corporation*    He  succeeds  John  W.  Brainard,  who  resigned  to  return  to  pri- 
vate farming  interests,    Mr0  FunderBurk  is  general  manager  of  the  Cotton 
States  Mutual  Insurance  Company,    He's  a  native  of  Georgia  and  has  worked 
in  Alabama  and  Louisiana, 

Loan  Period  on  1952 -Crop  Corn  Exte nded 

A  "reseal"  program  to  enable  farmers  to  obtain  a  one -year  ex- 
tension of  CGC  loans  on  1952-crop  corn  was  announced  today  "by  the  Department, 
Farmers  also  will  "be  permitted  to  convert  purchase  agreements  into  corn 
loans  for  the  .extended  period,  . 

The  extended  loans  will  he  carried  through  July  31,  195**,  or 
earlier  on  demand  by  CCC,    Farmers  will  receive  a,  storage  payment  for  the 
extended  period.    For  the  full  "reseal"  period  the  storage  payment  will  he 
13.  cents  a  "bushel.    The  "reseal"  program  is  considered  desirable  this  year 
because  of  the  large  quantity  of  1952-crop  corn  under  price  suppcer,  and 
the  need  to  use  all  available  storage  facilities  on  and  off  the  farms. 

Loan  Period  for  1952  Cats  Also  Extended 

A  one-year  extension  of  the  loan  period  for  1952 -crop >'■  oats'  in 
farm  storage  was  also  announced  today.    Farmers,  who  extend  their  .. loans 
will  receive  a  farm  storage  payment  at  the  rate  of  10  cents  a  bushel  for 
a  full  year's  extension. 


The  Department  also  announced  that  purchase  agreements  on  1952- 
crop  oats  may  be  converted  into  a  farm  storage  loan  to  mature  April  3°,  195^ > 
or  earlier  on  demand, 

1953 -Crop  Peanut  Supports 

The  Department  announced  today  that  price  support  will  be  avail- 
able to  producers  of  1953 -crop  farmers  stock  peanuts,  as  required  by  law, 
at  a  national  average  level  of  not  less  than  $237.60  per  ton.    This  is 
9.0  percent  of  the  March  15,  1953,  parity  and  will'  be  adjusted  upward  if.  90 
percent  of  parity  at  the  beginning  of  the  marketing  season,  August,  1:,  is 
higher.  ' 

Beef  and  Milk  Purchases  for  Greece 

.  The  Department  on  V/ednesday  purchased  an  additional.  53Q>QQ0  '.. 
pounds  of  frozen  beef  carcasses  for  export  to  Greece  under  a  continuing 
program  for  MSA.  It  brings  the  total  for  export  to  Greece  to  2,370,000 
pounds.  • 

Offers  are  also  being  invited  for  the  purchase  of  about  125,000 
cases  of  export  packed  evaporated  milk  for  Greece,    First  offers  must  be 
received  not  later  than  May  and  acceptance  will  be  made  not  later  than  May  8, 
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Short  Courses  Scheduled  for  Foreign  Trainees 

The  Department's  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  is  responsible  for 
planning  the  training  programs  and  itineraries  for  foreign  agriculturists 
who  come  to  this  country  under  U.S<.  Government  sponsorship  — usually  through 
State  Department  or  the  Mutual  Security  Agency.    In  order  to  handle  these 
hundreds  of  people  more  efficiently  and  more ■ effectively,  FAS  last  year  "began 
to  concentrate  as  many  as  possible  in  subject  matter  groups  and  to  plan 
special  short  courses  for  them,  usually  at  state  colleges. 

This  year,  that  plan  is  being  extended.    FAS  has  scheduled  28  short 
course  groups  for  foreigners  coming  to  this  country  under  MSA  sponsorship  to 
•study  and  observe  our  agriculture.    The  European  farm  radio  group,  which  you 
have  already  heard  about,  is  one  of  them.    In  addition,  15  short  courses  are 
being  planned,  at  least  tentatively,  for  foreigners  coming  under  Point  Four. 

If  you  wish  to  cover  the  doings  of  one  of  these  groups  while  it  is 
in  your  state,  or  if  you  want  to  interview  participants,  get  in  touch  with 
the  foreign  program  officer  for  agricultural  affairs  at  your  Land  Grant 
College.    Usually,  he  is  the  Dean  of  Agriculture  or  an  assistant  to  the  Dean. 
Many  of  the  participants  will  speak  excellent  English. 

The  MSA  Courses 

Nine  of  the  MSA  short  courses  have  already  begun  or  will  begin 
this  month.    The  subjects  and  the  states  to  -be  visited  are  as  follows: 
Extension  work  (Indiana,  West  Virginia,  Mississippi);  ground  water  (Kansas, 
Oklahoma,  Colorado,  -California,  Arizona,  Oregon,  Washington,  and  Idaho); 
food  and  nutrition  (Pennsylvania);  farm  magazine  work  (Illinois);  extension 
work  for  Asiatics  (Puerto  Rico,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Iowa);  fertilizer 
and  liming  (South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Iowa  and  Vermont);  poultry  production 
and  marketing    (New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  New  York  City);  and  agricultural 
meteorology  (Iowa,  California,  Oklahoma,  North  Carolina).    A  short  course 
on  mixed  feeds  for  livestock  has  already  been  completed. 

The  farm  radio  short  course  will  begin  the  first  week  in  May,  and 
the  itinerary  hasn't  been  completed.    Six  other  MSA  short  courses  will  begin 
in  May:    vegetable  production  and  marketing  (Texas >  Arkansas,  Indiana,  New 
Jersey);  soil  and  water  conservation  (Georgia,  Oklahoma,  Nebraska,  Ohio); 
forest  management  (Michigan);  irrigation  (Utah,  Washington,  Oregon,  Colorado); 
food  process ingTitinerary  not~"complete);  dairy  production  and  marketing 
(Connecticut,  Wisconsin,  Missouri). 

Four  MSA  short  courses  will  begin  in  June:    pest  control  (Indiana, 
Alabama);  seed  improvement  (Minnesota,  Oregon,  California,  Illinois);  food 
and  agricultural  policies  and  programs  (Illinois,  Minnesota,  North  Dakota); 
farm  buildings  (Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Connecticut). 

< 

A  short  course  in  rice  production  (Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Texas)  will 
begin  in  July,    Fruit  production  and  marketing  (Michigan,  Utah,  California, 
Washington,  West  Virginia );  and  farm  mechanization  (Michigan,  Nebraska,  Alabama) 
begin  in  August.    Courses  3ji  artificial  insemination,  farm  planning  and  work 
simplification,  and  rural  youth  leaders  start  in  September,    Repeat  courses 
in  mixed  feeds  for  livestock  and  agricultural  policies  and  programs  are 
planned  but  have  not  yet  been  scheduled. 
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Others  under  Point  Four  — 

A  short  course  in  extension  work  for  Point  Four  trainees  is  "being 
held  now  at  Mississippi  State  College,  through  May  29*    Other  Point  Four 
short  courses  are  planned  in  rice  production,  pest  control,  agricultural 
information,  saline  and  alkali  soils,  irrigation,  extension,  home  economics 
leaders,  agricultural  statistical  services,  agricultural  credit,  soil  and 
water  conservation,  cotton -production,  rural  youth  leaders  (Latin  America) , 
food  processing,  and  farm  machinery. 

There  likely  will  be  changes  and  additions  to  these  plans,  but 
*  this  is  how  they  shape  up  now. 

The  Farm  Income  Situation 

Here's  the  farm  income  outlook  for  1953,  as  issued  by  BAE  for 
release  Monday,  April  27: 

Farm  operators'  realized.net  income  in  1953  will  probably  be  down 
about  a  billion  dollars  from  last  year's  total  of  1^.3  billion.    But  it  would 
still  be  somewhat  larger  than  the  12,3  billion  dollars  received  in  1950*  the 
postwar  low0 

Farmers  realized  net  income  is  the  difference  between  their  gross 
income  and  their  production  expenses ,    With  farm  prices  at  a  lower  level 
than  in  1952,  total  gross  income  is  likely  to  be  somewhat  below  a  year  ago. 
At  the  same  time,  farm,  production  costs  continue  high  and  relatively 
inflexible. 

If  growing  conditions,  are  average,  the  total  volume  of  farm  mar- 
ketings in  1953  will  about  equal  last  year's  record  volume.    But  a  material 
change  in  production  prospects  as  the  season  develops  could  of  course  alter 
price  and  income  prospects. 

Recorded  Interviews  on  Twin-Calf  Studies  ' 

Several  of  you  responded  to  our  offer  several  weeks  ago  of  a 
recorded  interview  on  the  .  twin-calf  growth  studies  being  carried  on  at 
Beltsville.    We  now  have  two  more  --  each  about  1C  minutes  --  with  the 
voices  of  Dr.  C,  F.  Winchester,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  research,  and 
Mrc  George  Beattie,  the  beef  cattle  herdsman  at  Beltsville.    If  you  want 
them,  send  us  a  tape  and  we'll  dub  them.,    As  you'll  remember,  the  folks  at 
Beltsville  are  trying  to  find  more  identical  twin  calves  within  200  miles 
of  Washington,  for  these  experiments. 

Enclosures  of  Special  Interest 


We4re  enclosing  with  this  Letter  a  reprint  of  an  interview  with 
Secretary  Benson  published  March  6  in  "U.S.  News  and  World  Report. "  It's 
a  12 -page  article  and  is  very  good  background  on  the  Secretary's  thinking. 

We're  attaching  a  digest  of  the  Secretary's  talk  before  the 
National  Institute  of  Animal  Agriculture,  Purdue  University,  April  21.  It 
represents  the  Secretary's  exact  words       but  abstracted  for  easy  use.  We 
mailed  you  the  full  text  Tuesday. 


Network  Farm  and  Horns  Shows  May  2 


NBC  Rational  "Farm  anil -Home  Hour... Saturday  1:00  to  1:30  p.m.  EST, 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.  ;  The  May  2  feature  will  he  a  pickup  from 
the  National  Land  Judging  Contest  at  Oklahoma  City  with  Sandy  Saunders.  The 
Contest  is  Thursday  and  Friday,  April    30 -May  1. 

ABC  American  Farmer. ,  .Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA,    The  May  2  program  will  include  a  National  Home 
Demonstration  Week  feature  from  Washington  with  Director  of  Extension 
C.  M,  Ferguson  and  a  pickup  from  Maury  White  at  the  university  of  Wisconsin. 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News, . .Saturday  3:30  to  3:^5  p.m.    As  a  Home 
Demonstration  Week  feature,  Claude  Mahoney  will  interview  Frances  Scudder, 
State  Home  Demonstration  Agent  Leader  for  New  York  State. 

Among  Ourselves 

A  picture  postcard  Just  arrived  from  Tern  Laustsen,  mailed  at 
Lahore,  Pakistan,  during  his  round-the-world  trip  with  Everett  Mitchell. 
Vern  wrote  that  25  good  EFD's  could  really  change  things  in  Pakistan. 
"Only  problem  they'd  have  is  selling  radios  so  that  people  could  listen  to 
them." 

Phil  Alampi  has  "been  chosen  a  member  of  the  Press  and  Radio 
Committee  for  the  70th  convention  of  the  American  Seed  Trade  Association 
at  the  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel,  New  York,  June  28-July  1, 

Jack  Towers  and  Alice  Skelsey  of  our  staff  are  back  in  the  office 
after  attending  the  annual  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio-Television  at 
Columbus,    They  reported  having  good  visits  with  Frank  Byrnes,  Sam  Steiger, 
Jim  Chapman,  George  Zeis,  Clyde  Keithley,  Ted  Eyman,  George  Axinn,  Milt 
Bliss  and  others  of  the  fraternity.    Also  Alice  Beardsley  of  WRFD. 


Enclosure : 

Changing  the  Farm  Policy 

Ken  Ga pen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  end  Television  Service 


Cordially, 

A^nJ    CL'vuL  iJo-rJ 
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Excerpts  from  "TEE  CHAIIBNCE-  -RESEARCH"  an  address  "by  Ezra  Taft  Benson, 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  "before  the  National  Institute  of  Animal  Agri- 
culture , ' Purdue  University,  West  Lafayette,  Ind.,  April  21,  1953* 

•    Some  of  the  farm  programs  that  we  inherited  have  helped  to  create 
major  farm  problems.    Some  of  the  rigid  price  support  programs  are  putting 
farm  products  into  storage,  not  into  consumption  where  they  "belong,,.  Some 
features  of:  the  farm  program  we  now  have  are  helping  to  destroy  foreign 
markets  for  our  products . , ,  we  will  not  cease  to  make  constant  efforts  to 
improve  any  farm  program  that  needs  to  "be  improved  and  to  holster  any  pro- 
gram that  is  sagging. 

We  need' to  expand  our  markets  for  many  farm  commodities.  How 
shall  we  do  it?    In  the  General  Statement  on  Farm  Policy  which  we  issued 
some  two  months  ago,  there  is  this  statement:    The  most  important  method 
of  promoting  the  long-time  welfare  of  farm  people  and  the  Nation  is  the 
support  of  adequate  programs  of  research  and  education  in  the  production, 
processing,  marketing,  and  utilization  of  farm  products  and  in  problems  of 
rural  living. 

As  I  have  gone  across  the  Nation  seeking  the  suggestions  of  the 
people,  I  have  found  complete  agreement  on  the  need  to  speed  up  research,.. 
This. .  .should  not  he  taken  to  mean  that  past  research  achievements  have 
been  small  or  disappointing.    On  the  contrary,  agricultural  research  has 
been  the  basis  for  the  doubling  of  over-all  efficiency  in  farm  production 
the  past  50  years. 

But  if  agricultural  research  has  contributed  greatly  to  industry 
and  to  the  national  welfare,  so  also  has  industrial  research  contributed 
immensely  to  agriculture.,.  Estimates  indicate  that  industry  spends  $140 
million  a  year  for  research  on  agricultural  products  and  on  machinery  and 
materials  used  in  agriculture.    Public  expenditures  for  agricultural  re- 
search, both  State  and  Federal,  total  $107  million. 

Cooperation  between  industry  and  government  in  agricultural  re- 
search is  good.    But  we  can  make  it  better.    I  am  sure  that  the  Department 
lacks  adequate  information  on  what  industry  is  doing,  and  industry  lacks 
enough  information  on  what  we  are  doing. 

We  are  doing  some  things  in  public  agricultural  research  that 
could  no  doubt  be  done  better  by  industry.    Could  not  industry  take  over 
more  of  the  cost  of  testing  agricultural  chemicals? 

How  can  we  get  the  results  of  research  of  large  industries  made 
available  to  small  businesses  that  cannot  conduct  their  own  research?  If 
this  problem  could  be  solved,  Government  could  devote  more  of  its  attention 
to  fundamental  research  and  less  to  applications. 

Research  can  help  in  freeing  American  farmers  from  too  much 
dependence  upon  Government.    Through  these  methods  we  can  help  the  indi- 
vidual to  help  himself.    We  can  and  must  find  new  uses  that  will  reduce 
the  problem  of  continuing  surpluses  at  great  cost  to  the  taxpayer. 
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Even  a  small  increase  in  industrial  uses  cpuld  exert  a  prof ound 
influence  on  demand  for  those  commodities  used  "by  industry.    We  expect  to  - 
strengthen  research  of  the  Department  aimed  at  developing  new  uses  for 
farm  products  and  "byproducts.    I  feel  sure  that  industry  could  profitably 
increase  its  investment  in  this  field, 

We  also  need  to  do  more  on  nutrition  education.    If  farmers  and 
the  dairy  industry  could  team  up  to  recapture  the  market  for  the  130  pounds 
of  milk  per  person  which  has  "been  lost  in  the  last  13  years,  they  could 
turn  milk  surpluses  into  scarcities. 

I  should  like  to  see  more  industries\shoulder  their  responsibilities 
by  engaging  in  aggressive  programs  of  research.    Before  asking  Government  to 
find  an  answer  to  a  problem,  I  should  like  to  see  industry  develop  the  habit 
of  seeking  its  own  answer,..  It  can  be  done  through  work  in  industry  lab- 
oratories, through  contracts  with  private  research  institutes,  grants  to 
universities,  and  through  cooperative  financing  with  State  experiment 
stations  and  the  Department, 

Unless  we  in  agriculture,  and  you  in  industry,  closely  allied 
to  agriculture,  can  provide  a  framework  of  free  enterprise  in  which  the 
Amerioan  farmer  can  do  his  job,  then  it  Is  inevitable  that  the.  f  orces  of 
a  "planned  economy"  will  step  in  to  entice  our  people  down  the  false  road 
of  statism.    This  must  never  happen. 


